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like Tewkesbury or Coven try, or even York, might be occupied
by a sudden dash of one or other of the armies ; and it is well
known that it was the fear of the march of Margaret's wild
Northerners towards London in 14G1 that wrecked her cause,
and turned many a good Lancastrian, like Abbot Whethamstedc,
of St. Albans, into a Yorkist But that'any real traces of the

wars remained after a few years of the strong

government of the early Tiidors is not likely.

Bloody and cruel as the kings and nobles were*
it was against each other that their rago was chiefly turned.
The walls of the cities were usually manned by the citizens
themselves, in whoso hands the ordinary police and the
watchmen wero also placed; and although there was in a
great many towns a castlo, usually (as in the case of Oxford)
just outside the wall of the city, and connected therewith
by a drawbridge over a moat, it was too much the obvious
policy of the Crown to content the powerful middle class for
it to be probable that the captains or colonels or knights-at-
arnts, who might bo in temporary possession of Ludlow or
Dover, Windsor or Colchester Castlo, would allow any wanton
injury to bo inflicted on the houses of the eitizenw which lay
under command of the castle guns. One or two towns only
in England, such as Pomfret and Wnllingford, seriously
owed their importance to their strategical value. When a
noble held a castle as part of his estate, ho hold it dirtxitly
from tho Crown ; and a " licence to crenelluto " (ir. fortify)
a country-house would rarely be given, needed constant
renewing, and might bo taken away in a moment. Honry II.
(VoL I, p. 259) had (lone in England in the twelfth century
that which it taxed all tho energies of Uiuhelioti and Mazarin
to do in Franco in tho soventoouth.

It would  bo wrong, Ix^fore quite  taking leave of tho

nkodiiuvnl town, to omit smne slight nofcieo
1110             of the accommodation which it could afford

to stranger**, England Bixmis in ail ngos U> have l>ocu famous
for its inna. All readers* of Btorno, and still moro of Arthur
Young, will remember what a contrast thcsy draw botwtmn tho
comparative comfort and oluunlmoBw of tin Kn^lwh inn; and
;t^0;mi^ry of tho doghotat provided for tnwelfom in oight<*mth-
Fr*w> ; ftttli mow will random of (toaigp iJoraw w*
of din^iiHt at tho utimitigfttol liorrom of *